micro-organisms in relation to the other cell elements and the surrounding mucus, and (b) the extremely tenacious character of the mucus, which renders it no easy matter to obtain a suitably thin and equal layer on the cover glass. The method, whose description follows, will be found to obviate both these inconveniences. It has the advantage, moreover, that in doubtful cases it renders the demonstration a matter of greater certainty.
The principle is essentially that of concentration, the concentration being obtained by a double process of incubation and precipitation or deposition. It is thus practically the same principle as that followed in the examination of the urine for tube casts and other solid elements, the peculiar character of the secretion in the case of the sputum making the carrying out of the principle more complicated. interesting point. At first sight the process, as I have described it, appears lengthy. In reality, I believe it to be more expeditious, the preliminary steps not necessarily involving any special preparation. It is rather a question of delay. The latter part is a distinct advance on the older method, as (a) allowing the detection in all cases to be more rapid; (b) insuring a greater probability of success in doubtful cases ; (c) overcoming some of the minor difficulties which are inseparably connected with the other methods.
